STORIES FROM THE CLASS OF 


947 


Auburn Rural High School 


Margaret Ilene Atwood 


Born: 1930 
Died: 1948 


She started Kansas State in Sept. of 1947. 
She came down with Leukemia in Feb. (I think) 
and passed away in Oct. 1948 


Dear Jim, 


I expect I'm the last of the Class of °47 to send the info you requested, and I do apologize. 
Trying to compress fifty years into a few sentences, paragraphs, or even pages, is not so 
easy, you know! Going on the theory that it's a few paragraphs you want, rather than lines 
or pages, here goes - 


After graduation from Auburn High School, I went to the College of Emporia, where | 
received a Bachelor of Music Education Degree in 1951, and later did graduate work in 
the same field at Emporia State Teachers College. I taught both instrumental and vocal 
music in the elementary and high schools in Lost Springs, Kansas, for two years, and then 
another two years in the Rossville schools. After those four years of teaching, the bright 
lights of New York called and I went to work in the Wall Street area, first for a marine 
insurance company and then as private stenographer for the president of American 
Express Company (thanks to Mrs. Nichols! exacting tutelage in shorthand and typing!). 


New York in the fiflies was a great place to be, and | managed to see about as many plays, 
operas, ballets and all sorts of other musical performances as a person could possibly 
manage along with a regular schedule of work. Still eager to see the world, and thanks to 
a gencrous Christmas bonus, I resigned from my job at American Express and went to 
Europe and consider myself fortunate for having gotten to see many of the famous sights 
there before they became quite so crowded as they are today. 


Upon returning from Europe, it seemed appropriate to return to the field I had actually 
prepared for, and went back to teaching public schoo! music, this time in New Rochelle, 
New York. After only one year, though, a chance advertisement in the New York Times 
caught my eye. It was for a music teacher to teach in the Creole Petroleum (a subsidiary 
of Exxon) company schools in Venezuela. Sometimes fate works in strange ways, 
however, and my move to that beautiful country, which started out as a one or two year 
lark to see a different part of the world, turned into almost eighteen years of work, 
marriage and motherhood. I worked for the oil company for five years, then married my 
husband, Jim, who was an engineer with the same company. For the next few years we 
moved to several different oil camps in Venezuela and finally ended up in Caracas, the 
capital. Along the way, our son Andrew was born, and he was eleven years old when we 
finally moved back to the States when Jim was transferred to Houston in 1977. 


Since marriage, I have been mostly "retired," although I did teach music part time at the 
British School in Caracas for four years and also directed children's and adult choirs at the 
United Christian Church in Caracas for several years. My husband retired from Exxon in 
1982, and we have continued to live in Houston, enjoying the extra Icisure to do a fair 
amount of travelling and to pursue other interests. I consider myself fortunate for having 
gotten to travel over the years to many places in South and Central America, the 
Caribbean, Europe, and little by little to several spots in Canada as well as the good old 
U.S.A. 


Besides our son Andrew, our family consists of two other children by my husband's first 
marriage, a daughter who lives with her family here in Houston, and a son who lives in 
Phoenix, Arizona. Between the three of them, we have six grandchildren, ranging in age 
from nine to twenty-three. 


Trying (o capsulate fifly years of one's life into a few paragraphs is not such an easy thing 
to do, as there have been so many short and part-time jobs, especially in the early years, 
and so many grand adventures that couldn't possibly all be included, but this little nostalgia 
trip has been a fine reminder of how blessed I've been, to have had so many wonderful 
experiences and to wind up at this point in life with the most important things, a wonderful 
husband and family and with every hope and expectation of twenty or thirty more years of 
adventuring. 


Mary K. Moore Gillespie 


P.S. I look forward to hearing all about my classmates from those long- ago days in 
Auburn, some of whom were together from grade one right on through high school, and 
will hope we can have a grand reunion one of these days. 


Betty Jean Croucher (Yustick) 


After graduating from Auburn High School in May of 1947, | went to work 
in the Kansas State Chamber of Commerce office. | worked there until my 
marriage to Max Croucher on April 21, 1951. After our wedding trip to New 
Orleans and other southern states, we returned to our home in Independence, 
Missouri. Following our wedding, | went to work at Sheffield Steel for a short 
time. 

| decided to stay home and be a full time mother when our first daughter, 
Cheryl, was born on January 31, 1953. Our second daughter, Christine, was 
born December 4, 1961. Our daughters both graduated from college. Cheryl is a 
speech therapist and Christy is a sixth grade middle school teacher. We enjoyed 
watching our children grow into adults and are blessed to have both of our 
daughters live nearby in Independence. Our daughter Cheryl made us 
grandparents twice. We became grandparents for the first time when Cheryl gave 
birth to Matthew Bryan on February 19,1980. Our second grandchild, Megan 
Ann, was born on June 6, 1981. It is difficult to believe that they are now 20 and 
18 years old. They both attend Ceniral Missouri State University. Mait is 
majoring in Accounting and Finance, and Megan is following in her mother’s 
footsteps and is obtaining her degree in Speech Therapy. Christy gave birth to 
our next three grandchildren. Kimberly Ann, was born on February 6, 1987. Our 
fourth grandchild, Erin Christine, was born on December 29, 1996, and our fifth 
grandchild, Kelli Elise, was born on December 19, 1996. As you can see, | have 
had my share of babysitting over the years. | wouldn't have had it any other way. 

Max retired in 1982, from American Oil Company after working there for 
32 years. After his retirement, we had pienty of opportunity and time to travel. 
We have taken many trips in the United States as well as Canada and Mexico. 
We took a trip to Europe in 1988. We traveled to England, France, Holland, 
Germany, Austria, France and Italy. Now days our time is spent doing volunteer 
work. We are both active in St. Mary's Church. Max not only volunieers there, 
but he also helps the nuns at the Sister's of Saint Francis Convent by doing odd 
and end jobs. 

Looking back over the years after graduating from Auburn High School, | 
have become more aware of the blessings that have been bestowed upon my 
family, and my friends. 


Harold Vawter 


Dear Classmates: 

After graduation I cam to Topeka and worked for John Morrell 
Packing Co. I worked there for one year. I joined the Army National Guard 
in the summer of 1947. 

I went to work as a Typesetter for Topeka type Shop after leaving 
Morrells. I was called into Active duty with the National Guards in Oct.ober 
of 1950. I was at Fort Sheridan, Illinois then to Ft. Benning, Georgia and 
then to Camp Roberts, CA. Then I was sent to Korea. I was discharged in 
June, 1952. 

I went into business with a friend with Mobil Oil Co. in Topeka. We 
also had a lawnmower Shop. We had the Service Station for eight years and 
then we sold it. I kept the Lawnmower Shop. After 35 yrs. of small engines 
I sold the business. In 199] I went to work for Whalans in there small engine 
department and I'm still there today. 

I was married to Betty Renyer (class of 1946) in 1949. We have 6 
children. Harold E. II "Gene" Vawter, Patricia Dean, Bruce Vawter, Gary 
Vawter, Penny Frye, and Brian Vawter. We have 9 grandchildren, 3 step- 
granddaughters and 6 great-grandchildren. 


Harold 


Norma Henderson 


Dear Classmates: 

I was born Sept. 2, 1929 at Emporia, Ks. Due to the 
depression my family moved often so Dad could get work. 

I started first grade at Highland Park grade school, then a few 
months later attended Tecumseh grade school, then in the spring of 
1936 we moved to a farm one mile south of the old town of Ozawkie 
where I finished first grade in a little one room school. We lived at 
this location until | was in the eighth grade when we moved to a 
dairy farm north of Auburn and I finished grade school at Liberty. 

After graduation in 1947 I went to Clarks Business School and 
worked at the John Morrell Meat Packing Company. 

Floyd and I got married in May 1948. Our first son was born 
Jan. 1950. 

We lived east of Auburn until Feb. 1953 when we moved to our 
present location---one mile south of I-70 and one mile west into 
Waubaunsee County. 

We joined the Federated Church in Dover and raised our 
children there. 

Our second son was born June 1957 

We continued to live the life of farm people. 

Our daughter was born Jan. 196] 

As the farm economy grew worse in the sixties --the items that 
farmers sold decreased in price and the items they bought increased in 
price, even though Floyd and I both worked from before sunrise to 
after sunset we found it harder and harder to make progress. So we 
decided I would go back to work to help out financially. 

I went back to Clarks for a refresher course (Meadow Gold) in 
1965. A year later J got a job at "The Kansas Department of Human 
Resources” I handled the monies that came in from employers paying 
taxes on their employees salaries so they can draw unemployment. I 
worked there 27 yrs. and retired Nov. 1992. 

We have 9 grandchildren, 2 step grandchildren and one great 
grandson. 

Sincerely , Norma 


Floyd Henderson 
Dear Classmates: 


To reminisce I will start at the beginning. I was born the 5th of 
March, 1929. I was taken to the Auburn Presbyterian Church at an 
early age, and later started first grade at the Six mile one room 
school house in September. 1935. 

My Social life consisted of the school and church programs. 
Usually the Christmas programs, Washington Birthday dinners and the 
Thanksgiving suppers held in the Methodist Church basement. 

I enjoyed playing football at Auburn High school, playing 
trumpet in the school orchestra, and singing with groups at special 
events. 

Now to my life after school. I decided not to go to college 
and Norma and | got married May the second 1948. 

I liked to milk cows and raise livestock so I was able to start 
with a few cows and sows, and chickens. 

We moved to the present farm in Feb. 1953. We built up a 
good herd of holstein cows over the years and milked them very day 
until we quit selling milk the first week of June, 1995. 

We continue going to church, singing in the choir a number of 
years and teaching various ages of adult classes. 

Reba married and had a son, Dwight Collins, he and his wife 
and two children live in Tucson Arizona. Bob Collins worked at 
Good year and died at a young age. 


Your classmate of twelve years 
Floyd 


P.S. I forgot to mention that Reba died July 8 1997 the day before 
her 7lst birthday. 


Ralph & Louise Crow 


My how time slips by; it goes very very fast. 

We received your most welcome letter today - after we returned 
from the Grandma Crow's hill with some wood for our fireplace. 

I decided if I did not respond now, I would put it off and off 
and off. 

Anyway, I remember one day in class when Ilene Atwood (a 
very dear friend) passed out --I rushed down the old A.H.S. steps-put 
some cold water on a paper and rushed back to the classroom and 
put it on her forehead--"Nick"--Mr Nickols told me that was Okay. 

Mr. & Mrs. Nickols were the best teachers Auburn High 
Schools’ ever had--What an honor we had for them to be our teachers. 

Jim, do you remember our football team and what a record for 
eight-man that Mr. Ray Nichols coached? 

Those were the good old days. another time when we were 
Seniors and you was President and I was the V.Pres. I was so 
worried that you would not show and I would have to respond--I 
almost--you know what---- 

This has nothing to do with our SOth class reunion, but do you 
remember when your Dad took some of the fellows to the fights? 
Ralph was one of them. also when some of you traveled out west 
after school was out to earn knowledge and money? Ralph often 
remarks about this--like hitchhicking and working on a farm. 

I have written more than needed. I do need to tell you Jim 
and Joan, we had a very, very sad happening recently - our oldest 
son-Steven Lewis Crow passed away. He was only 49 yrs. old--what 
a loss. we are still in shock. Unknown to us or him he was a 
diabetic. Although we have many, many good memories, we will 
never forget all the many good times we had with him. 

thanks for your letter of our classmates. It is nice that you are 
concerned. 


Agonia (Koci) M. Boydston 


I really do not know what to say but I will try. 

To start with - I graduated from Auburn High School in 1947. 
at that time I lived between Auburn & Dover, Ks. which they called 
our street Koci boulevard. My maiden name was Koci. 

In 1948 I married William Louis Vawter. We had 2 sons, 
Marvin Duane Vawter and Ronnie Ray Vawter. Marvin had 2 sons 
and | daughter. Ronnie has | daughter. 

We were married 6 years. We got a divorce in early 1954. [| 
marricd Ralph Milton Boydston in December 1954. We had one son, 
Ralph Milton Boydston, Jr. He has one son, Christopher Jordan 
Boydston. They live in Manhattan, Ks. We lived in Manhattan, Ks. 
for 8 years but moved back to Topeka, Ks. in 1970. 

My husband Ralph retired in 1987 from Capito] Dist. Co. which 
is a beer Company. 

My last job was at Southwestern Bell Tel. Co. which I am also 
retired. 

I do not know any details of the classmates that have deceased. 


My ph. no. is 785-379-0628 


Margaret Louise Garwood 


Born: Jan 28, 1929 Berryton, Ks 
Died: Nov. 25, 1997 Orlando, FL 


She married Piercy Thurman May 20, 1950 at Adison, OR. 
They had 4 children, Anita Jane, Janet Faye, Dena Rae, and Brian 
Kieth. 

She lost her husband Piercy on Dec. 22, 1980 in Nysse. 

She moved to orlando, FL in 1987 and lived with her daughter, 
Anita until she passed away on Nov. 25, 1997 

She had two grandchildren 


Charlene Keck Bradley 
My Life After Graduation 


I got to play with the D-X Oilers Softball team for awhile. We 
played in Topeka, Manhattan and Kansas City. Had fun. 

Then I worked in Topeka at several different jobs. State Board 
of Engineer Examiners, Morrells Meat Packing Company. Morrell's 
went on strike and I went back home to Auburn to help on the farm. 

In 1948 I met and married Lee Bridges. I became a mother or 
step-mom to Lee's son David. Lee built the bridges south of Auburn. 

We moved up to Westhope, North Dakota to work on the 
Boarded Station. 

Then on to Hays, Ks. where my first child DeWayne W. 
Bridges was born Aug. 2, 1949. 

We went to Pueblo, Colo. Jan 2, 1952. From there back to 
Denver where Dawna L. was born on Oct. 3, 1953. 

we came back to Kansas City and lived between Martin City 
and Grandview. We were there when the tornado that went thru 
Martin City and part of Grandview. and Ruskin. The tornado claimed 
42 lives. This was May of 1957. We were in the Martin City School 
house at the time. We all went to the big hall where we covered 
our children with our bodies. No one was hurt. There was probably 
100 to 150 in the school. 

From there we went to Wheaton, IL just outside Chicago. 
Douglas Bridges my youngest son was born Mar Il, 1958 in Geneva, 
JL. 

After that job we went to Forest City, and Heber Springs, AR. 
Then back to Harrisoville, MO. We bought a 20 acre farm. 

Then on Nov. 7, 1959 we got word that John and Geri Keck 
(John was 1949 graduate from Auburn Rural High School.) were killed 
in a car wreck. They blew a tire and went in the Evergreen Lake. 
John was 2 years younger than I. They left eight children, Linda, 
Peggy, Jackie, John, Janette, Rhonda, Jill and Christy. Linda was 8 
yrs. old and the baby was 5 mos. Jackie had a son killed by a hit 
and run in Oct. 1974. Janetta was killed in a truck accident January 
1975. The rest of the children live in Denver. 


Lee and I were divorced in May 1963. I started working as a 
checker at Scanuzzo's Grocery Store. Then in 1964 I went to 
Colorado to be close to my folks. Fred and Jessie (Kingsley) Keck. 
(both went to A.R.High School) 

In 1964 my youngest brother, Fred Keck was killed in a car 
accident near Ielledale, CO. He had never married. He was 28 at 
the time of his death. I then helped Mother and Dad, they had a 
Denver Post Paper Route of about I10 miles. They drove everyday in 
the mountains. 

I also drove School bus for Jefferson County School for several 
years. I took second in a School bus Rodeo. it was put on by 
Jefferson County and the Sheriff Dept. you took a test and drove a 
school route with a poiceman and drove an obstacle course. 

I have the trophy to prove it. My school route was in the mountains 
between Evergreen and Conifer. I really enjoyed it. 

Then in April 1970 we celebrated my Parents Golden Wedding. 
Dad had a stroke in January 1970. He passed away in Sept 14, 1970 


My mother went to live with her oldest grandson in DesMoines, 
Iowa. I moved back to Harrisonville in Oct. 15, 1972 

Phillip Keck passed away on Dec. 24, 1970 from cancer. 

Phillip and Ann took all 8 of John's children and raised them. 
That made them 14 children in all. As Phillip and Ann had 6 of 
their own. Larry, JoElta, Diana, Janice, Glenda, and Tammy. 

There son lives in Minnosota, Janice in Colo., Ann and the rest 
of the girls live in Phoenix, AZ 

David my oldest is retired fireman and has built a new home 
outside of Harrisonville. 

DeWayne is Director of Business Development for Koll 
Construction Co. They have a home in Overland Park, Ks. 

Deborah is a Flit Attendant and is on Icave for injury. 

Dawna is Front End Manager of Scanuzzo's Price Chopper here 
in Harrisonville. 

Douglas works for U.S. Truss Stee] Bldg. Sells large building 
for them. He also sells saws for another company and lives here in 
Harrisonville. 

As for me I retired in 1993 and was called back to work 5 
days later. Guess what! I'm still working about 15-20hrs a week. I 
enjoy it. 


In 1994 a friend and I flew to Alaska where we got on a 
Cruise and came down from Alaska on the inside Passage. In 1995 
Deborah and I flew to Hawaii and porto Vallarta in Mexico in '96. 

My Mother came to live with me in 1976 and was with me 
until her death, Oct. 13, 1999. About every other year I go to Lake 
Powell which starts at Page, AZ and we go up in a boathouse called 
"Dreamy Days" which DeWayne is part owner. It is beautiful country. 
I've been up to 93mi. marker, that puts you in Utah. 

Sun and eat very good meals. 
I have 5 children, eleven grandchildren and 8 greatgrandchildren. 
Good luck to everyone 


God Bless, 
Charlene 


James Lynn Lowry 


Dear Classmates of Auburn High Class of 1947 


I started counting to see if I had letters from everyone and kept 
coming up short. I finally realized I hadn't written a letter yet. Oh 
well, it has been 52 years. 

Joan and I met in August of 196] and married June 8, 1962. She 
had a 3yr. old daughter whom I adopted after we married. We have 
since had another girl and 2 boys. All but the youngest daughter are 
married. We have five granddaughters, three grandsons and three 
great-grandchildren. How good it is! 

After high school I went to Emporia State. I then joined the 
Navy where I spent four years in the Submarine Service abourd the 
Sea Dog SS 401 to sce Hawaii. We traveled the western pacific then 
transferred to Norfolk, VA. where we travelled the cast coast and the 
carribean ocean. I did enjoy this four years and it gave me the 
opportunity to go to college when I finished. 

I finished my college Education at Kansas State University in 
the Spring of 1957. It took a year longer than it should have because 
of an auto accident in the summer of 1955 which resulted in the loss 
of my left arm. Before the accident I had the privilege of being 
president of our High School Alumni Association. 

After Graduation from KSU I completed 1 year of Dietetic 
Internship at the Etna Life Insurance Co. office in Hartford, 
Connecticut. Required to become a Registered Dietitian. 

My only participation in athletics after High School was on the 
Jr. Varsity Football team at Emporia State, as Student Supervisor at 
the KSU Athletics cafeteria. The last 2 years of college as 
player/coach of the Auburn Softball Team, as coach of my kids 
baseball Teams, and playing lots of catch with my sons. 

In the summer of 1958 I started work as a food service 
supervisor at the Student Union at Iowa State University. 1 worked 
there until 196] then moved to Albuquerque, N.M. to work as 
Administrator/supervisor at Menaul High School, a Boarding School 
owned and operated by the Presbyterian Church. This is where I met 
and married my wife, Joan. 


In 1965, I started working for the Veterans Administration at 
Hines Hospital in Chicago, II. as a combination therapeutical 
Administrative Dietitian. JI was there for 1 1/2 yrs. Then transferred to 
VAH in Battle Creek, Mich.’ as Assistant Chief Dietitian. They 
loaded us up in the worst snow storm of the year. In 1968 I was 
transferred to VAH Butler, PA. as Chief Dietitian. In 1969 I left the 
Veterans Administration and moved back to Topeka. There I worked 
as a Therapeutic Dietitian at St. Francis Hospital. In 1972 I went to 
Lawrence Memorial Hospital in Lawrence, Ks. as Director of Food 
Service. We built a new hospital food service during the six years at 
Lawrence. In 1978 I went to work for the State of Kansas at Larned 
State Hospital in Larned, Ks. 

Our oldest daughter finished High School at Perry, Ks. Our 
three youngest finished High school in Larned, Ks. 

I then moved to Hutchinson, Ks. where I worked as the 
Director of Food Service at the State Prison. During that time we 
gained accreditation for the prison. 

At the end of this two years I retired. 

We moved to Cushing, OK at this time as our oldest son and 
his family lived there and they had our only grandchildren at that 
time. as they went to The Church of the Brethren, we also went to 
that church. We became very active and afler two years we were 
called out to Pastor The Church of the Brethren in Thomas, Ok. both 
Joan and | participated in a home study program and completed that 
program and have been ordained. We are in our eighth year here. 
This church has been here 105 years. 

The second year here I developed colon cancer, had surgery and 
chemo and have had no problems since. 

I hope all of you enjoy these stories. 

It has been interesting putting them together. 


I love you all and certainly enjoyed going through High School with 
you. 


Jim 


